
MLSN = minimum levels for sustainable nutrition l N = nitrogen l P = phosphorus 
N & P recommendations are from Cornell University

For more information, visit 
https://www.u-s-c.org/
urbannutrientmanagement

For questions or concerns, email: 
urbannutrients@u-s-c.org

Does your turf have desirableDoes your turf have desirable  functionfunction, , growth, and quality?growth, and quality?

no
Fertilizer (of any kind) is not needed Depending on your turf type, follow the instructions for N and P application below:

Type 1: 
High traffic, sand based (e.g., 
golf courses, athletic fields)

Type 2: 
Low traffic, native soil  

(e.g., all other mature turf)

Type 3: 
Newly  

established turf

Apply N at max rate of  
0.5 lbs. water-soluble N 

or 0.7 lbs. slow-release  
N/1,000 ft2

(not to exceed  
3.5 lbs./1,000 ft2/year)

Conduct a soil test. 
Does your turf 

need P?

Apply P according to MLSN 
Guidelines. Apply no more 

than 0.5 lbs. P/1,000 ft2

No 
supplemental 
P is needed

yes

N P

Apply N at max rate of  
0.5 lbs. water-soluble N 

or 0.7 lbs. slow-release  
N/1,000 ft2

(not to exceed  
2 lbs./1,000 ft2/year)

Conduct a soil test. 
Does your turf 

need P?

N P

Apply N at max rate of  
0.5 lbs. water-soluble N 

or 0.7 lbs. slow-release  
N/1,000 ft2 during  

first 60 days
(not to exceed  

2 lbs./1,000 ft2/year)

Conduct a soil test. 
Does your turf 

need P?

N P
noyes

Apply P at a max of 1 
lb./1,000 ft2 before or within 
60 days of seeding or follow 

directions for a “starter” 
fertilizer (typically 16-24-10)

No 
supplemental 
P is needed

Apply P according to MLSN 
Guidelines. Apply no more 

than 0.5 lbs. P/1,000 ft2

No 
supplemental 
P is needed

noyes

When to Fertilize Your Turf Grass

noyes
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